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The Edward King House is a large two-and-one-story brick residence. 
The structure is flanked by three-story towers of varying height with 
pyramidal roofs projecting on heavy stone brackets. The design is 
asymmetrical, on an almost square plan (about 65 feet wide by 70 feet deep). 
The sharply cut masses of the two front square towers are organized 
(asymmetrically around the two-and-one-half story central entrance loggia, 
while a lower two-story mass with gabled roof projects from the center of the 
south side and a three-story square tower projects to the north from near the 
northeast (rear) corner. Second story balconies with elaborate canopies are 
massed, as are all the details, in keeping with the monumental scale of the 
whole composition. The'numerous windows are chiefly round-arched, but there 
are also some of the flat-arched pedimented type.

Andrew Jackson Downing, in his The Architecture of Country Houses 
(1850), 317-21, described the Edward King House, under the heading of

"A Villa in the Italian Style," as follows:

"This beautiful villa, the residence of Edward King, Esq., of Newport, 
Rhode Island, was constructed in 18^5, from the designs of Mr. Upjohn of 
New York.

"It is one of the most successful specimens of the Italian style in the 
United States, and unites beauty of form and expression with spacious 
accommodation, in a manner not often seen, and which is very creditable to 
Mr. Upjohn.

"The first impression which this villa makes on the mind is, that of 
its being a gentleman's residence. There is dignity, refinement, and 
elegance, about all its leading features. It next indicates varied 
enjoyments, and a life of refined leisure - especially abounding, as it does, 
with evidences of love of social pleasures.

"In a more strictly architectural sense, the exterior of this villa is 
worthy of note, for the harmony which pervades it. Notwithstanding the 
great variety of forms in the windows introduced - a variety which denotes 
different uses in various apartments - the predominance of the round arch 
in the majority of the leading apertures, whether in windows, doors, or 
verandas, restores harmony throughout the whole - while it produces an 
effect, as regards the details, quite different from that which results 
from the simplicity of most facades. Both are pleasing, but, to a highly 
cultivated taste, the satisfaction derived from harmony growing out of 
variety, is as much greater than that arising from uniformity and 
simplicity, in architecture as in music, where the first may be illustrated 
by one of Beethoven's symphonies, and the last by the simple melody of a 
ballad.

"The sky outline of this villa has the characteristic irregularity of 
the Italian school of design, and the grouping of the whole is a good study 
for a young architect who is embarrassed how to treat a large square mass of 
building, - for the ground plan is nearly square. The chimney-tops and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by Richard Upjohn and erected in 181*5-^7, the Edward King 
House is an early, excellent, and little-altered example of a 
monumentally-scaled and asymmetrically-massed brick residence in the 
Italian Villa style.

History

Plans for the Edward King House were prepared by the noted architect 
Richard Upjohn of New York City and the structure was built in 18^5-^7. 
The residence remained in the possession of the King family until 1912, 
when the house and land were given to the City of Newport for use as a 
library and public park. The interior of the northeast (rear) section, whi< 
once contained the kitchen and pantries, was converted into closed stack 
space by lining interior walls with cement from first floor to roof and by 
inserting glass floors. Opened as the People's Library in 191^, the house 
served this function until October 1968, when a modern library building 
was completed. The Edward King House has been used since 1968 as a Senior 
Citizen Center.
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1. Description Continued page 1

heavy cornice, all of stone, are in excellent taste, and the arcades and 
verandas have been introduced subordinately, and yet so as to greatly increase 
the effect.

"Accommodation. An inspection of the plan of the principal floor will 
show that this is a villa of the first class. On entering the [center] hall, 
an arcade, supported by four columns, separates the vestibule or entrancehall 
from the main hall. In the latter, which is spacious, and lighted by a sky­ 
light of colored glass, one is struck by the fine effect of the ample 
staircase [with symmetrical divided flights], rising by easy flights, with 
broad landings. On the right [south] of the hall is a fine suite of rooms - 
parlor, drawing-room and library; on the left are the dining-room, housekeeper 1 
room (with pantries), kitchen, laundry, etc.

"In an entry, at the rear of the main hall, is placed the servants' 
staircase.

"We have not given the plan of the second floor, but, it will be readily 
imagined, there is an abundance of sleeping apartments, with rooms for 
domestics on the third story of the higher [tower] portions of the building.

"Construction. This villa is built, throughout, in a very solid and 
excellent manner. The walls are of brick, painted externally of a light free­ 
stone color [-only traces of this coat of paint remain today], and the window- 
dressings, string-courses, cornices, brackets, etc., are all freestone. The 
effect is more real and satisfactory than that of any other mode of building, 
except it be of solid stone - and that stone one of an agreeable tone of 
color..."

First floor rooms have high ceilings and parquet floors, the mantels 
are of marble, and the moldings are simple and heavy. The Edward King House 
is little-altered and in good condition. The first-floor is used as a 
Senior Citizen Center and is also open to visitors.
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